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EARLY ENGLISH SURVIVALS ON HATTERAS
ISLAND

Collier Cobb

Notwithstanding the uniformity of American life, which

has impressed the European visitor to this land as our coun-

try's most serious drawback, there are still a few secluded

spots, isolated laud areas around the borders of our conti-

nent, whose inhabitants have escaped the blighting influ-

ence of predigested breakfast foods, Associated Press de-

spatches, syndicated stories, trust-made school books, and

that great destroyer, the schoolmaster.

Physiographic features here present such uniformity over

vast areas that the few unique spots of land which might

produce inhabitants of varying types are set apart as state or

national parks, or forests, to be used as playgrounds for the

people. Even the mountain section of North Carolina,

which Southerners are fond of calling "The Switzerland of

America," probably because it possesses not one feature of

Swiss scenery, has become thoroughly modernized and

Americanized, and there is not another town of its size in

our country so thoroughly cosmopolitan as Asheville, our

mountain metropolis, has become during the last two dec-

ades. The arts and crafts of the mountains had practically

disappeared during that time, and had to be taught anew to

the women of the Biltmore Estate, whose mothers and

gj*andmothers, less than a score of years ago, were skilled

weavers of exquisite tapestries.

In a land where journeys are made from the plains of the

interior to Longwood or Atlantic City for a summer's out-


